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L E Tr. 


Mr. EBEN EZ ER ERSK INE, 


In relation to 


The Defections of the T1MEs, and his N : 
By EuzELVs PHILALETHES. 


Dear Sir, 


Cannot expreſs to you, how ſweet and re- 
viving a Cordial it has proved to my 
drooping Spirits, to hear you have eſpou- 
ſed my Teſtimony againſt the Jriſb Here- 
tick Hutcheſon, by publickly recommend- 
ing 1t to the Remnant of the Godly, and 
ſubjoining it to your own Teſtimonies be- 
fore the Saints in Slirling. Truly I was not a little 
caſt down, at the afflifting Diſpenſation Providence 
was pleaſed to try me with, in permitting, at firſt, 
the Triumph of Satan over my pious magical En- 
deayours for conjuring the Glory of God out of the 
Deſtruction of this Arch-enemy ; for, to my ſore 
Diſappointment, he has quite neglected it, through 
* the 
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the corrupt Pride of his Heart; and the Men of 


carval Knowledge and ungodly Learning laugh'd at 
it, as the very Quinteſſnce of Nonſenſe and Abſur- 
dity : Nay, many of the common People in theſe 
wicked Cities of Glaſgow and Edinburgh condemned 
and abhorred it, as the malicious Calumny of ſome 


ex.crable Raſcals, calling it conjuring with a Witneſs, 


right diabolical Sorcery, of the true helliſh Stamp. For 


mere human Nature is groſly ignorant of the ſancti- 


ficd Uſe of ſpiritual Magick, when practiſed by the 
Saints for promoting their Cauſe. My Patron, the 
principal Inſtigator, and chief Encourager of the 


whole Deſign, who peruſed the Spell, in Manu- 


icript, long before it was e and gave me his 
beſt Aſſiſtance; particularly b ſeveral curious Ap- 
plications of Scripture, at which he is eminently ma- 
gical : This great Man, I ſay, was ſtil] more morti- 
fied than I, when he found our Laodrcean Presby- 
tery took no notice of it, though he had uſed a zea- 


lous Induſtry in conveying it to Miniſters, to pre- 


vent their Sons being corrupted here by the Ghoſt ; 
and ſo joined his private Teſtimony to my publick 


one. 


As you and your aſſociate Brethren have raiſed 
a right Standard for the Truth in theſe backſlidden 
Lands, and are nqw the only wandring Stars or 
Planets deriving their Light from the Sun, (tho? in- 
deed a great Man preached before the laſt Aſſembly, 
That all the Stars do ſo; in oppoſition to our vain 
Philoſophers) I find an inward Call prompting me 


to ſupply you with further Matter of Teſtimony a- 
gainſt this corrupt City and Univerſity; but firſt let 


me enable you to vindicate my Character againſt the 
ungodly Cenſures of this perverſe Generation upon 


my tormer Teſtimony „made with great * 


attack them in Print, before my Teſtimony was 


LF) 
Humility and Truth, againſt my old Profeffor, 
I am charged with breaking a plain Goſpel- rule: 
Tf thy Brother offends thee, admoniſb him firſt in pri- 
vate, This Charge, I know wcll, will never move 
any of your Aſſociation. We don't regard the 
wicked Perverſions of the Scripture. This Indul- 
gence is only due to Brethren; ſuch as hold the ſame 
orthodox Faith with us, and the fame Purity of Diſ- 
cipline and Worſhip : Such alone are our Brethren. 
All Hereticks and Defection- makers we diſown 
for Brethren : They are our Enemies, and God's 
Enemies; we hate them heartily, and with a per- 
fect Hatred, as we are ſolemnly engaged to do, and 
as the Lord hates them, and will eternally damn 
them. The very Text diſtinguiſhes what is due ta 
Brethren, from what we are bound to towards o- 
thers. Muſt the Chofen of the Lord waſte their 
precious Time, in beſtowing ſuch private Admoni- 
tions on Heathens and Publicans? No, they muſt 
not expect it; they are Veſſels of Wrath, and fitted 


for Deſtruction. 


Again, ſome tell me, I have acted a baſe part, in 


attacking a Man publickly by Name, while I wear 


a Vizard myſelf under a feigned Name. I am fure- 
the Heretick won't join in this Charge : He and' 
moft of his Friends, nay, almoſt all the Students, 
knew at firſt who was the Author of that Letter, 
and who was the latent Spring of all, and the pru- 
dent pious Son, who was-to be my Evidence in eve- 

ry Point. The great Man, my Inſtigator, could 
never keep his own, or other Peoples Secrets, from 
the Wife and the Bairns, and the good Women who 
viſited them. He and the wiſe young Man his Son 

{poke both of theſe Hereſies, and of a Deſign to 


Pur 
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publiſhed ; and much alarmed a * deep Divine and 


his Wife about them, My Patron 1s an excellent 


Hand at raiſing a Hue and Cry of Hereſy, by _ 
Innuendos and Hints; but, when once *tis ſet 

ing, he follows the Example of the old Eg 22 
Divinity, 


Nilus ad extremum fugit, perterritus, orbem ; 
 Occuluitque caput. 


Divers charge me with ſtrange perſonal Malice a- 
gainſt the Heretick ; to catch the Time, juſt as the 
College fate down, to print and publiſh ſuch a cla- 


morous Charge againſt him, without warning him 


previouſly, In my Vindication, I can appeal ta 
the Man I profeſs Enmity againſt ; and furc his Te- 


ſtimony in my favour muſt be believed. Nothing 
but Zeal for Orthodoxy, and Hatred at Hereſy, mo- 


ved me. He never did me any Injury, or any thing 


untriendly, while I was his Scholar : Nay, I be- 


lieve, did me friendly Offices ſince; nor ever up- 
braided me with them. Nothing moved me, but 


the true Spirit of orthodox Zeal ; which makes us 


hate and aſperſe all who we think oppoſe Ortho- 
doxy, as Infidels, that the People of God may hate 
them: As the godly Mr. Rutherford ſays in his Pre- 
face to his Book upon Toleration and Liberty of Con. 
ſcience. 

This lukewarm Generation charge the Remnant 


with want of Charity. This I can abundantly con- 


fute : Charity is only due to the Faithful and Or- 
thodox. I can eaſily ſhow how tar our Charity 1s to 
extend toward ſuch. Our great burning and ſhi- 


ning Light in this Corner can ſpy no Iniquity in 


his 
C. c, 


2 
his ſelect Few. Atheiſtical Converſation, or open 
Obſcenity, is but a ſmall Failing, very incident to 
the excellent Ones of the Earth, in whom he de- 
lighteth. The firſt Step toward Grace is, convin- 


cing a Man of the Atheiſm of his Hcart, and avow- 


ing and glorying in its Corruption; inſtead of that 
vile Heatheniſh magnifying of Man's Nature, Mo- 
ral Virtues, and filthy Good Works; with other 
ſuch like Abominations: All which my Patron 
hateth; but the Heretick Hutcheſon daily indulges 
himſelf both in the Theory and Practice of them. 
Nay, whom will this carnal Generation ſpare ? 
Even you yourſelf are charged with want of Cha- 
rity, and of all regard to common Juſtice, in at- 
tacking a Man's Character, and publickly naming 
him from the Chair of Verity, whence you pretend 
to ſpeak in the Name of the God of Truth; and 
this ſolely upon the Credit of an unſign'd Libel, 


from an unknown Hand. Alas! Sir, The godleſs 


People of Glaſgow have loſt all Spirit of Diſcern- 
ment: They know not what Correſpondence I may 
have with you, by means of that great Profeſſor of 
Divinity in Perth, aſſociated with you: They know 
not the ſecret Intelligence that may go on, one way 
or other, between my great Patron and you. He 
muſt in publick appear "for, and act in all violent 
Kirk-ſettlements ; and muſt make a Noiſe againſt 
you, to pleaſe his great Eraſtian Friends: And yet, 
as he wants much your private Aſſiſtance to make 


him popular, that he may get accompliſhed, ſome 


way or other, a long-looked for additional Settle- 
ment; having an Apoſtolick Spirit, ready to take 
upon him the Charge of many Churches, and Sti- 
pends too, he may have a ſecret Underſtanding with 
your Side; and promiſe, in return for your Servi- 

ces, 


(8) 


ces, to ward off, by ſome clever piece of Dexterity 


have poſſibly got my Teſtimony confirmed by his. 
You heard how he thundred before a late Afſem- 
bly, in a Sermon againſt the poor moral Preachers, 
who could ſay nothing better than the old Numſcul 
Cicero could have ſaid. He has for ſome Years paſt 
been zealous againſt Hereſy ; and, tho? he once de- 
clined to meddle with the Iconiſms of the Song of Solo- 

F mon, yet now, this and the Apocalypſe are his De- 
x light: To be working among the Candleſticks, as 


Things may how, that your Teſtimony againſt Hut. 
cheſon may be better vouch'd, than by an unſigned 
Paper, though the World muſt not know it. 


orthodox Faith. They tell us, That Mr. An 
Ln had Spectacles, which, fixed upon an ortho- 


true Idiom of Faith in any Pamphlet. You faw, 
no doubt, at once, both the Truth of the Facts al- 
ledged by me, and their Relevancy. Any carnal 
| udge can determine Facts by Proof of Witneſſes: 

he Faithful have ſuperior Powers; and muſt not 
be confined to the beggarly Elements of legal Evi- 
dence, in order to ſpread our Report: We have the 


of our Privilege and Boldneſs in the Faith of be- 
ſpattering all Hereticks, and Enemies of God: Kings 
and Parliaments have not efcaped you. The ſpiri- 
tual Man judeth all, Things; but will be judged by 
none, The —— is now fulfilled, that the Saints 


ſhall 


or other, the impending Cenſures againſt you. You 


ji his Majeſty's chief Brazier; or perhaps, ſince * | 
It are golden, as his Majeſty's Craftſman. Thee 8 


[ But the World ſhould alſo know the Powers of | 


dox Noſe, could diſtinguiſh a Witch from any other 
Woman. The united Gifts of you orthodox Bre- 
thren muſt go much further: You can diſcern the 


Gift of diſcerning Spirits; and muſt not be abridged 
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ſhall judge the World. You ſee how deeply I inter- 


pret Scripture after your manner. 15 

Go on then, Renowned Champion, in your Teſti- 
monies againſt Hereſies. You cannot but ſee how 
mightily they tend to edify and comfort the truly 
faithful of our ſort. What Joy did my Letter af- 
ford to all-the good Women of this Place, Young 
and Old, Male and Female. In our Remnant are 


Stores of Male Old Women : Some of them Office- 


bearers. We inſiſt on no Probation-chair ; ſuch as 
they ſaid was in the Seat of the Beaſt. When an 
Aſſembly of ſuch read my Letter, O! what Belches, 
and Sighs and Groans from the Bottom of the Heart; 
nay, from far below the Bottom of the Heart, which 
are always moſt ſavoury! What deep Confeſſions 
of their Neighbours Sins! What Bewailings of the 
Times, and the Defections! What Floods of Tears, 


and other Out-goings at both Ends! The Joy in 


thoſe Exerciſes is inconceivable. And when they 
come abroad, what Winks and Shrugs, and Groans 
and Innuendos, will my Letter afford! Theſe are the 
delightful Acts of our Faith. What pity it were not 


to ſupply Occaſions for ſuch Exerciſe! Hereſy is a 


fine Feaſt to the Remnant. You ſhall preſently 
have more Hereſies to teſtify againſt. | 


Bear Teſtimony too againſt Matters of Practice. 


Hutcheſon is wholly given up to a Covenant of 
Works; drudging and labouring in his Office; and 
labouring impertinently, where he has no Call, and 


where he gets no Thanks; while ſome of the precious 


Ones are the very reverſe of this: They are all Faith 
and no Works: Works they renounce and abhor 
particularly my Patron, than whom no Man is more 
eminent, -for an utter Abhorrence at that Heathen 
Thing called Moral Virtue, and an Enmity at ws 
N ä B | the 
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the Practiſers of it: as his being my Inſtigator ſuffi- 


ciently teſtifies to all the World. And as for that 


damnable Hereſy of Works, he is ſo perfectly clear 


of it, that no honeſt Man dare ſay he ever commit- 


ted one good Work in the whole Courſe of his Life. 


It is not to ſuch great Men as he that the Text is to 


be applied, Show me thy Faith by thy Works : His 
Faith is ſelf-evident, and needs no Proof. Proof by 
Works is for weak obſcure Chriſtians. My Patron 
is univerſally known : The very Porters know him, 


and know, to their own Experience, his pd 
at good Works. 

But woes me for the carnal Growth of Works in 
this our Day! Your Faith will be quite neglected 
and thruſt out by our Law-works. You'll find few 
even of the very meaneſt of the People to attend you 
to the Hills at your Faſts. People will ſcaree find 
time for reading your Teſtimonies, Sermons, Son- 


nets, or Riddles. They are all under the Law again; f 
and making Purple and Scarlet, and fine twined Li- 


nen, for covering of carnal Tabernacles: And, for the 
fame Purpoſes, would tan even Badgers Skins if 
they could get them; for they do not ſeruple already 


to bring in the Hides of Iriſb Papiſt Bullocks. 


They are all haſting to Babylon, and have got in 
more Horns than all the B-aſts in the Revelation. 
J find the Vulgar are much offended at my pre- 


tending to conjure. Conjuring is a diabolical Art, 


ſay they: Alas the Blindneſs of their Hearts! it is 


one of the prime Graces among the Remnant. My 


never-enough-to-be-honour*d Profeſſor in Perth, and 
my preſent Inſtigator and Patron, have taught me 
this Art, which you ſee in my Teſtimony. The 
Heretick Hutcheſon went over the ſeveral Articles L 


mention at great length: He did not give us the for- 


mal 


and can ſpeak very briskly in a Language that he 
| - B 2 dies 
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mal Notice in the Words of a great Man, Collate 
vos ad ſcribendum; but he hindred none to take 
Notes in his Claſs; which ſome Scholars did. Now, 
who but one of us Conjurers could have diſcerned 


theſe Hereſies in him? for ſome of them he expreſly 


oppoſed ; ſome he related as the Opinions of others, 
and confuted ; ſome he expreſſed in a manner bear- 
ing quite another Senſe; and others, even as I expreſs 
them, none but our own Conjurers can find any He- 
rely in them. | 5 | 
What glorious conjuring have you, and my Soul- 
and-conſcience-awakening Profeſſor made, alon 
with your aſſociated Goſpel- call-Eſtabliſhers, — 
Church- defection-Dꝭemoliſhers, and Covenanted-Re- 


formation-work-Revivers, and Soul- ſaving-Goſpel- 


preaching-Reſtorers! You have conjured the preſent 
apoſtatized Kirk of Scotland into an Antichriſtian Sy- 
nagogue of Chriſt-dethroners, Covenant-of-Works- 
Upſetters, Off- Chriſt's-Hrad-the-Crown-Pluckers, 
Zraſtian-King-and- Parliament - in- Chriſt's- ſtead-Sub- 


ſtituters. In ſhort, without conjuring, there would 


be no Life for the Godly in theſe Times. 


Nay, how cleverly can my Patron conjure? With 
the Moderate, he is all Moderation; with his great 
Friends, he is all Mcekneſs and Submiſſion; with his. 


Equals, he is all Pride and Inſolence; with the Zea- 
lots, he is all Zeal; except when he has Commands 
from above, which can diſpenſe with all Duties. He 


can preach againſt Moral Preachers; and yet, upon 
command, can defend an eminent one lately ſent us 


from London (a great carnal Reaſoner too.) If he is 
ignorant of all Heathen Languages and Literature, 


he ſupplies that Want with the Fruitfulneſs of his 


Invention. He has a very notable Gift of Tongues; 


! 
| 
[ 
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does not underſtand. In ſhort, he can put on all 
Masks, become all Things to all Men, that he may 
gain ſomething, either of Wealth, Power or Popu- 
larity : Only the Mask of Literature he never will 

ut on; knowing, that (in his own Phraſe) ratio 
vel defirina obſurdeſcit virtutem. He keeps his Hands 
clear of Heathen Learning and vain Philoſophy. 
This D<xterity of his at conjuring and ſhifting of 
Masks would make excellent Subjects for ſome of 
your Brother's Riddles ; and you two might do him 
great Service in his Deſigns of Popularity, by cele- 


brating him in ſome of theſe pleaſant and profitable 


Pieces of Divine Poeſy. If you think this proper, 


you ſhall not want Abundance of more Materials. 


But, to return to my Defences : . 

Qbſerve in your next Teſtimony the Pride of Heart 
in the Miſcreant Heretick, He makes no Reply to 
my conjuring, tho” all the godly old Women, Male 
and Female, conclude thence, that he takes Guilt to 
himſelf. I told this to one of his Scholars: He an- 


ſwered, according to the Pride of Heart he had 


learned from his Maſter z „If a dirty Aſs would 


„ ft and dung on you at the Market-croſs, muſt 


* you untruſs and make the like Return?” You 
ſee the Reproaches we ſuffer in the Cauſe of Chriſt 


and the Covenants : We are called naſty Aﬀes, and 


farting Aſſcs. Bc it ſo: But we are holy Chriſt-car- 


tying Aſſes, and covenanted Aſſes, and reforming 


Aſſcs, Legality-kicking-Aﬀes, at-Morality-farting- 
Aſſcs; inſpired, like Bo/aam's, to rebuke the Mad- 
neſs of our preſent falſe Prophets. 
His Scholars object exceedingly againſt the Truth 
of my Letter, in charging him with Tenets he never 
taught, and maliciouſly miſr-preſenting, what he did 


teach. I knew this abundantly; any Lad of common 
Senſe 


as occurred 


1 
Senſe could have told the Trutii: But N are ſo ſilly 


as to forget that a Man muſt write according to the 


Character of the Perſonage he aſſumes: A Conjurer's 
Buſineſs is to transform Things, and ME raiſe Bug-bears 


and Spectres, that he may have the Glo q of lay: yang; 
el 


them again. For Inſtance, I knew well, that nei- 


ther he, nor any grave Man, ever ſaid, that Lying 


and Self- murder are lawful. In theſe Names of 


mixed Modes, Guilt and Moral Evil are always in- 
dcluded: Nay, I know he confuted, at great length, 
ſome lax Tenets of Puffendorf and Barbyraque, al- 


lowing us to ſpeak againſt our Opinion in many 


common Occurrences : And he ſhowed us too, that 


ſcarce any of the noted Inſtances of Suicide in Anti- 


quity were juſtifiable. He only faid, in reality, that 


ſome Caſes of extraordinary Neceſſity might poſſi- 


bly found an Exception againſt the ordinary Rules 

af Veracity, as it might 
of Property : 
was the Gift of God, this did not hinder our Right 
of hazarding or expoſing it to the utmoſt Danger, 

in any important Service to Mankind : That the 


againſt the ordinary Rules 
So he told us, That though our Life. 


ſole Reaſon why Suicide was univerſally condemned, 


was, becauſe there was ſcarce any Caſe where one's 


taking away his Life, by any direct Intention, could 


tend to any Good equal to what he might do in Life. 


He ſaid, That among Hcathens, who had no ſpecial 
Commands of Patience, and Promiſes of Divine Aſ- 


ſiſtance, they muſt follow ſuch natural Probabilities 
doing ſuperior Good, by retaining or 


quitting Life: That the Caſe of Chriſtian Martyrs 
was quite different from theirs. The telling this 


plainly would never have ſtumbled the Godly, op 


made them hate him: But to ſpread abroad, That — 


n the Lawfulneſs of Lying, Murder, and de- 


ſigned 
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ſigned Perjury, (which laſt he ſtrongly denied, ) theſe 
were rare Matters of Offence to all who would be- 
lieve my Report; and none but Hereticks can doubt 
it, conſidering the Length and Loudneſs of my iti- 


nerant Prayers among the choſen Women of this 


place: Nay, between you and I, (for I know you 


will make no bad Uſe of it) he ſtill faid, As to any 


Caſe of Suicide among the Heathens, the perſon 
would have ſhown greater Conſtancy, Fortitude and 


Virtue, by bearing all Miſery with Reſignation, 


and by teaching Submiſſion and Fortitude as long as 


he could live, were it only by his Example: And 
only concluded, That we did not always count Men 


criminal who did not come up to the higheſt Pitch 
of Heroiſm. 


In good truth, to one that conſiders him with the 


Eye of the Fleſh, he ſeems to rejoice, above all 
Things, in a firm Perſuaſion of the univerſal Provi- 


dence of a Being infinitely wiſe and good, who loves 


all his Works, and cannot be conceived as hating any 


Thing he has made. This he conſtantly inculcates, 


in the warmeſt Manner, as a ſteady Foundation of 
entire Truſt and Confidence in him, and chearful 
Submiſſion to his Will in all Events: That Sut- 
ferings may be conſidered as the greateſt Bleflings, 
by giving us Opportunities of practiſing the molt ſu- 


blime Virtues; ſuch as, a perfect Reſignation to the 


Will of God, torgiving of Injuries, and returning 


Good for Evil: That all our Virtues, and Advan- 


vantages of all kinds, are Things that ought never 


to be ultimately aſcribed to ourſelves, but to God 
the Giver of all: That Love and Gratitude to 
God, and aſcribing to him the Glory of all that is 


excellent, joined to a vigorous Zæal of doing Good, 


ſeem to be among the higheſt points of Perfection. 
Then, 


= Yu. 
Then, he has ſuch a bewitching Faculty of delivering 
himſelf on theſe Topicks, in a certain ſimple and 
ſtriking Manner, that immediately touches the na- 


tural Heart, and preſents the Imagination with the 


molt beautiful and lovely Forms ; that by theſe Ma- 


xims, moſt of all, he has exceedingly deluded and 


debauched the Minds of the unwary Youth. But I 


did not care to mention any of them: For they are 
really ſo deceiving, I was afraid even ſome of the 
Godly might have been led aſtray from thence, to 


think there was no Evil in him; and no Harm in 
ſending their Sons to him: Otherwiſe I could eaſily 
have conjured them into Hereſy too; ſince they have 
all been Tenets of Pagans and Papiſts : Though, I 
believe, you will agree with me, it was moſt prudent 
to let them alone, TR. 
My beſt piece of conjuring was about the infinite 
Evil of Sin: There I gave him a home-thruſt in- 


deed. He plainly ſaid, he did not like aſcribing in- 


finite Attributes to any finite Beings, or their Qua- 


lities; eſpecially where there muſt ſome ſuch Infi- 


nites be vaſtly ſurpaſſed by others of the ſame kind. 
He ſaid, direct Hatred of God muſt be the greateſt 


Guilt poſſible, ſcarce incident to any who believed 
there was a good God: That he could ſcarce call 


mere Inadvertency, want of Attention, or falling a- 


fleep in Church, when one was wearied after a 


Week's Work, or the preceeding Night's watching, 
an infinite Guilt; when Blaſphemy, or Murder, or 
Perjury, fo far ſurpaſſed this Guilt. Tis not eaſy 
to call that Guilt which was ſurpaſſed, ſo exceedingly 
ſurpaſſed, in the ſame kind by ſomething elſe. This 


was full ground for me to publiſh indefinitely, That 
he taught there could be no infinite Evil in any Sin: 


Nay, 
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(66) | 


he taught, There was no great Evil in any Sin. 


Amidſt all my bitter Sufferings, for the Cauſe of 
Goſpel-ſlandering, I have my own Conſolations. 


My Patron has promiſed me his great Intereſt with 


his great Friends, who depend ſo much on his Sin- 


cerity and Modeſty. The wicked ſay, That many 
have found his Promiſes a broken Reed; and, tho? 


he want Hutcheſon to be thought Profeſſor of the 
Theory of Lying, that others are much better at 


the practice: But I have a ſurer ground of hope 
than my Patron's Veracity or Friendſhip. Alas! 
he knows too well, that Friendſhip 1s a carnal Mat- 
ter, and Enmity with God, He never could be char- 
ged with that Guilt : Nec amat quemquam, nec ama- 
tur ab ullo, But a Broomſtick, once truſted by the 


Grand Maſter, or his ſole Managers, will have many 


Flatterers, and pretended Friends and Followers. 


Real Friendſhip may be a very poor ground of hope: 
But cordial Hatred, and Malice, and Rancour, at He- 


riticks and Moralifts, is a precious Grace, and a fure 
= of hope for one who has declared himſelf an 

emy to this Object of his moſtvirulent Hatred; and 
has declared this the firſt, I believe, of all his Scho- 
lars, without any hopes of Followers. I already owe 
to this Cauſe my preſent agreeable Situation, as Chap- 
lain to à gracious and à precious, an elefF and a ſelect 
Lady and her Daughter, who marvellouſly applaud 
my performance. Your Zeal too againſt this Here- 
tick, and adding my Conjuring to your Teſtimony, 
may do you Service in the next Aſſembly. You 
know not what my Patron may be conjuring about 


ſecretly in your behalf, though he brays againſt you 
mim publick, Change your Politicks, and aſſiſt his 


great 


Nay, I ſhould have conjured a little better, and faid 


| 3 3 
great Friends in the next Elections, and you'll bg 


ſafe. 5 


Having now defended myſelf and you, I humbly 
ſuggeſt, that you would give this Heretick a ſecond 
Admonition, that ſo he may be rejected, if he does 
not comply ; and that upon theſe Heads : ez 
1 /t, Never to ſpeak one good Word in favour of 
any Heathen, but to damn them all eternally, Man, 
Woman and Child, moral or immoral: This is 


humble charitable Faith; and yet, to make but Sup- 


poſitions of the poſſible Salvation of any of them, 
1s preſumptuous bold diving into the Secrets of God. 
2dly, To make Tendency to God's Glory the ſole 


Notion of moral Goodneſs; and never perplex us 


with fooliſh Explications of declarative and eſſential, 


3dly, Inſtead of vile Pagans, Plato, Ariſtotle, Ci- 
cero, and ſuch other unhallowed Names he recom- 
mends, admoniſh him, as my great Patron does, to 


ſtudy and recommend the Confeſſion and Vincent's Ca- 


zechiſm only. I once thought of the Pilgrim's Pro- 


greſs, and the Holy War; but I find ſomething, if 


not heretical, yet very latitudinarian, in theſe 
Books: Particularly he ſays, moſt profanely, of good 
Mr. Godly Zeal, That, when he was ſtripped and 
examined, he proved to be a great Diabolonian, one 
Mr. Wrath, the Son of Mr. Hypocrite and Mrs. 
Malice, in Pride-lane, if I remember right; for I 
threw away my Book when I found this in it. Bid 


him quit all his Heathens, Greets or Latins; out 
of which he uſed ſometimes to rattle over paſſages by 


heart; nay, to cite the Goſpels too, in that Lan- 
guage of Aſbdod. Tell him to imitate my Patron, 
in declining this as much as poſſible, even in Cita- 


tions of the Syſtem. The very Book of that Lan- 


guage offends; the Letters are fo like Maggots 
C cCrawil- 


18 
crawling on paper, that they would turn a godly 
Stomach; ald favour of the Corruption of black 


Nature, and the Maggots in their Heathen Brains. 
And then order him, 


4thly, To follow the pious Soul- ſearching Author 


of the Fable of the Bees, That God is very good; 
but with ſuch a ſort of Goodneſs, as equally moves 


him to cauſe Miſcry as Happineſs, Deſtruction as 
“ Preſervation:ꝰ Or to follow that precious Divine, 
the great Carnal-reaſon-1mpugner, Mr. Bayle, That 


in the Univerſe the Devil has got the better of God 


in the Conflict, in the proportion of ninety nine to 
one, as to aan ; though God has kept the 


material World and the Brutes in their right State, 
ninety nine in an hundred of Men are to be roaſted 


in eternal Fire for ever. He ſhould deny all other 
habitable Worlds, or ſhould believe them govern'd 
by the ſame ſort of Providence with this one: And 
belicve a Supcriority of Devils to good Angels, as 

great as that of the Sons of Perdition to the Elect of 


Markind : Damn Heathens, Infidels, Papiſts, Soci- 


nians, Arians, Neftorians, and moſt of all the Ar- 
minions, young and old, Children and all; nay, all 
Bon- makers from Covenants, Children and all. 


If any carna] Motions of pity make Men object, 
hy puniſh Irfants without Guilt of theirs? he 


ſhould anſwer, That God never puniſhes the Inno- 


cent; but he has a wonderful Power, called S$ove- 
 reignty, by which he can ſaddle the Innocent with 


the Deeds of. the Guilty, and then etcrnally damn 


them, molt graciouſly ard ſwectly, to everlaſting Burn- 


ing. If one ſtill object to this faddling Work, he 
ſhould anſwer authoritatively, Tranſeat hoc argue n- 
um; or tell the Objecter, That all this is only a 


Royal Act of Preterition, Kqyal is a conjuring 
| „ 


Tm) 
Word. Who can withſtand Royal Acts, Royal 
Regiments, Royal Grants, Royal Chaplainries | ? 
They can conjure a Man into any thing. O! *tis a 
moſt ſweet Sound: How ſebeet to * / how ſweeter 
far ta feel ! 

As I ſoon intend to offer my{if to Trials, and 
perhaps with your pure reforming covenanted Preſ- 
bytery, and depend much upon your Intereſt, I of- 
fer you the following Specimen of a Diſcourſe I Ine 
tend to draw up; by which you'll ſee my great Abi- 
lities, in the Interpretation and Application of Scri- 

ture, in the manner of the true Goſpel- preachers, 


which J have learned from your's and your Brethrens 


Works; and you'll alſo fee my Zæcal for our Funda- 
mentals. I only ſend you in this Letter the Heads 


of the Diſcourſe, deferring the Enlargements till I 


deliver it before you. My Text is, Judges iii. 22. 
laſt Clauſe : And the Dirt came out. In my Intro- 
duction I ſhew manifeſtly, that this whole Paſſage is 


a clcar Prophecy of the preſent State of the Kirk of 


Scotland, its Defections, and your Teſtimony. Read 


the 3d Chapter from ver/. 12. the Children of Iſrael, 
1. e. the Kirk of Scotland, including the Godly, did 


Evil; that was, by lukewarm, carnal Submiſſions to 
Epiſcopal Kings and Parliaments, contrary to our 
Covenants after the Revolution: And the Lord rai- 
fed againſt them Eglon, King or Tyrant of Moab, 
Eglon, in thc Original, is very near the Word Eglife; 


which, in the Language of our old confederate Na- 
tion, is the Kirk. The meaning then is, Becauſe 


« of our Submiſſion to Civil Tyranny, as above men- 


“ tioned, God raiſed up Eccleſiaſtick Tyrrany, and 


* made it ſmite us ſore.” King of Moab, &c. Moab 
is the broad Hebret way of pronouncing Mob. King 


Mob; this is plainly our ſupreme Judicature the 
7 2 Aſſembly. 
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Aſſembly. You know our whole Presbyterian Settle- 
ment, (as it is not yet right modePd according 


Country Elders, reſembles nearly a Kingdom of 
Mob; and is reputed a Creature of Moab or Mob, 


an Idol of Mob: For all may juſtly. be called a Mob, 


who ſubmit to their Authority, now that you have 


proteſted againſt it, and ſhown them better Things, 
if they had but Farsto hear, or Hcarts to underſtand. 


N.xt, verſ. 13. Aud he gathered unto him the Children of 
Ammon; that is, our Heathen Moraliits : Ammon or 
Fupiier, you know, was the God of all the Platos 
and Ariſtotles, and Ciceros, which our Heathens now- 


a- days are ſtudying: And the Children of Amalek ; 
theſe are the legal Preachers, crying up the Law, 


and the Neceſſity of good Works. You know, A. 
males ſmote the feeble behind. Now, what ſmites 
our fecble and frail backſliding Saints but theſe Ama- 
lelites? who tell them, we are Nil bound by the Law, 
and liable to its Curſes and Puniſhments, if we tranſ- 


grels it: Not knowing that Chriſt hath both done 


for us all the good Works we need, and hath ſuffer- 
ed all its Penalties for us; ſo that we have nothing 
to do but to belicve and embrace a Bundle of abſo- 
lure Promiſes. 

They ſmotc the City of Palm-trees. Theſe Trees are 
the common Emblem of the Godly, who grow the 
more they arc oppreſſed and perſecuted. Oh that 


we and our godly Brethren were but perſecuted | 
Your Scul has been longing for it theſe many Years, 


ard invitirg it by all Scdition, and almoſt Treaſon z 
inveighing againſt King and Parliament, as well as 
Aſſ-mblics : And yet this cruel King of Moab, with 
the Ammeoniies and Amalekites; will not grant us our 


humble 


to your Mind) cſpecially our Judicatures with our 


ettle- 


ding 
1 our 


m of 
Mob, 
Mob, 
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ings, 


tand. 
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bumble Requeſt ; ; and the hard-hearted Gallios of 


Prin ves and Judges will take no Pity on our Caſe, nor 
| Pertecute us in the leaſt, Nay, we hold our legal 
Stipends ſafe now for ſeveral Years after we have 


publickly renounced the Eſtabliſhment. 
Iſrael ſerved this Eglon, or corrupt Aſſembly, 
eighteen Years; that is, from 1713, in which Pa- 


tronages, Toleration, and all, was homologated, 


till about 1731, that you and your Saints began to 
oppoſe the Tyrant. The ſpiritual Ehud is you, Ebe- 
nezer, who had before brought a rich Preſent to this 
Eglon from the true Iſrael, viz. the Marrow of Mo- 
dern Divinity, with all its Goſpel-priviteges. This 
Preſent indeed was ſet at nought by this proud Eglon: 
But Ehud was left-handed, and yet right-handcd too, 
no doubt; i. e. he could play with both Hands: And 
be had a two-edged Dagger under his Garment, which 
could cut both Ways: That is, under a Garment or 
Cloke of great Religion, he had a Set of Principles, 
everſive of all Government and Order, by which he 
could both cut down the Eglons of Eccleſiaſtick 
Power, when againſt him; and yet could perſccute 


others, where- ever he had Power. 


Verſ. 17. Eglon was a very fat Man: That is, the 


| Kirk was fat and proud; and wax<d wanton, by le- 
gal Eſtabliſhments, and Stipends, and King's Cha- 
Plainries. 


When he had mage the Preſent of the Marrow, he 
ſent back many of the People who brought it; that is, 
he would have the Glory of what follows mainly to 


himſelf in the beginning, and not let the Old Mar- 


row Presbytery ſhare with him. 
And he returned from the Quarries of Gilgal, or the 


graven Images of Gilgal, as in the Margin. This is 


plainly d the Rock and Caſtle of & irling, where there 
are 
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( 22 ) 
are many graven Images round the Walls. GiIgal, 
by M-tathcſis of Syllables, reading each backward, - 
is Zig-lag, the common Word for the Gagling of 
G=cſc: And On! what glorious Souk-reviving Lig. 


lag and Gagling has been by the pos ge 


Geeſe about S:7rling for ſome Years paſt! 

 Eglonof Mob bad him keep Silence. This was your 
firſt Suſpenſion, when you ſpoke of your Meſſage to 
him from the Lord, Upon which you pulled out 
your #wo-edged Dagger, and thruſt it arg by a bold 
Teſtimony, into his Belly, among his Fat: And 


then follow the Words I defign to infiſt upon: Aud 
the Dirt came out. 


From the Context, and Words thus explained, I 
draw this Doctrine; viz. The home-thruft Dag- 


„ger of Teſtimony into the Guts of a corrupt 


“ Kirk, in Times of Defection, brings out much 
« Dirt.” What J mainly inſiſt on is, with a View 


to our Times, about the ſeveral ſorts of Dirt brought 
out by th: Ehuds of our Times, which grew under 


the Fat of the Kirk ſince the Revolution. I/, Dirty 


Submiſſion to the Supremacy, by allowing — h 
miſſioners of uncovenanted Kings to St in our A 
ſemblies; nay, to diſſolve them in the King's Name, 
and appoint the Times of Meeting. 24ly, Allow- 


ing any Office-bearers in the Kirk to be Chaplains 


to Coverant-breaking Epiſcopal Kings. 3dly, The 


Dirt of vilifying the Covenants, and not renewir'g 
them now for above Fifty Years, 4#hbly, The 


Un1on-homologating Dirt, in Confederacy with Ido- 


latry-homologating Epiſcopals, who kneel to the Sa- 


crament. 5/hly, The Covenant-breaking Dirt, in ſab- 


mitting to Parliaments, where ſit the abjured Biſhops, 
whom we are ſworn to extirpate. 6zhly, The Tole- 


ration-homologating Dirt. c, The Abjuration: 


Oath 


T9) 


Oath Dirt, owning a Succeſſion limited to Epiſcopal 
Kings. 8zhly, The Patronage-homologating Dirt; 
nay, concurring with Patronages without popular 


Calls, upon Calls from Heritors and Elders. thy, 


The Chriſt-dethroning Dirt of Act of Aſſembly 
1732, giving up the Rights of the Chriſtian People 


in Calls. 10%), The Galho-like- Neutrality-in- 


Faith Dirt, in not depoſing heretical Profeſſors. 


11thly, The Antichriſtian and Anticovenanted- 


_ Work-of-Reformation Dirt, in Proceſſes againſt the 
Ehuds of our Age, and their Teſtimonies. 127h1y, 
The Porteous-Act- reading Dirt. | 


Thus I have provided a Species of Dirt for all the 


Tribes of our [/rae!, one for each, When I enlarge 
on all theſe, Oh! what a Soul-refreſhing-Feaſt will 


they make to the Godly! You know the Delight 
they have in voiding Dirt, feeding on Dirt, and 
caſting Dirt on all around them. The Saints have 
ever delighted in padling ir: Dirt-natural, and Dirt- 


myſtical. Theſe Heads I tubmut to your Judgment; 
and am, Cc, : 
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